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Working with Extended File Properties 

Each saved file includes several extended properties which can be retrieved as needed.  
For example: 

• Date created / date modified / date last accessed 

• File size / file type / author / location 
 
Certain types of file will also contain additional extended properties including: 

• Height / width / horizontal resolution / vertical resolution / bit size (image files) 

• Contributing artist / album / year / genre / tile / track # / length / bit rate (audio files) 
 
NOTE:  
There are currently a total of 321 extended properties which may be stored though not all for the same 
type of file. The details MAY vary depending on the computer used & Windows/Office version. 
 
This database provides a simple way of obtaining all the extended properties for a single file or all files of a 
specified type in a selected folder.  
 
The code used to get extended properties uses GetDetailsOf member of the Shell32.dll library folder 
The VBA reference library Windows Shell Controls and Automation is required  
 
All features are available from the main screen though some items will be disabled or hidden at first: 
 

  
  
1. Extended Properties List 

Click the Extended Properties List button to view a list of all extended properties available for your 
computer system 
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2. Extended Properties for a file 
Click the top Browse button and select a file. Click the Show Properties button which is now enabled: 
 

  
 
After a few seconds, a report will open with the extended properties for the selected file: 
 

  
  
 The list of extended properties available for that type of file has also been saved. 
 The Property List By File Type button is now also enabled. Click to view a summary report. 
  
 The example below shows the first page of a report with extended properties for 10 different file types 
 The report can display up to 36 different file types 
 

  
  
 NOTE: This is an example of a ‘dynamic crosstab report’. Column headings are automatically updated 

each time extended properties are saved for additional file types 
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3. Extended Properties for all files of a selected type in a folder 
Click the bottom Browse button and select a file of the required type. 
Click the Get Properties button 

 
The program will loop through all files of that type collecting the attribute details. 
A progress bar is updated as each file is processed   

 

  
 

NOTE: This may take several minutes if there are many files to process. 
If this is taking too long, use the Cancel button to end the process 
When the process has completed, a message like this will be displayed: 
 

  
 

Click Yes to view a selected list of extended properties for each file 
 

 
 

As before, the extended properties summary details for this file type are also saved. 
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Several additional features are now available: 

• Click the Save Properties Data button to save these details for future use if required. 
A message like this will appear: 
 

 
 
Click OK to save the data 

 

• Click a file name from the list. The Print Selected File button is then enabled. 
Click the button to view a report listing all extended properties for the selected file 

 

• Click the Print All Files button to view a report listing extended properties for each file in the list 
 
4. View Extended Properties for a saved list 

Select a previously saved list using the combo box as shown below: 
 

 
 
 Now click the View Properties for a Saved List button. 
 The extended properties summary will appear immediately as shown below: 
  

 
  
 
 =========================================================================== 
 If you have any comments or suggestions, please email: info@mendipdatasystems.co.uk 
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